
lawyers and jurists, 11 were 

merchants and tradesmen, and nine 

were farmers. They were soft-spoken 

men of means and education; they 

were not an unwashed rabble. They 

had achieved security but valued 

freedom more. Their stories have not 

been told nearly enough.  

Carter Braxton of Virginia lost 

all his ships, sold his home to pay his 

debts, and died in rags. And so it 

was with Ellery, Clymer, Hall, 

Walton, Gwinnett, Rutledge, Morris, 

Livingston and Middleton. Nelson 

personally urged Washington to fire 

on his home and destroy it when it 

became the headquarters for 

General Cornwallis. Nelson died 

bankrupt.  

But they sired a nation that 

grew from sea to shining sea. Five 

million farms, quiet villages, cities 

that never sleep, 3 million square 

miles of forest, field, mountain and 

desert, 227 million people with a 

pedigree that includes the bloodlines 

of the entire world. In recent years, 

however, I've come to think of that 

day as more than just the birthday of 

a nation.  

(Continued on p. 10) 

For one who was born and grew 

up in the small towns of the 

Midwest, there is a special kind of 

nostalgia about the Fourth of July.  

I remember it as a day almost as 

long-anticipated as Christmas. This 

was helped along by the 

appearance in store windows of all 

kinds of fireworks and colorful 

posters advertising them with vivid 

pictures.  

No later than the third of July ð 

sometimes earlier ð Dad would 

bring home what he felt he could 

afford to see go up in smoke and 

flame. We'd count and recount the 

number of firecrackers, display 

pieces and other things and go to 

bed determined to be up with the 

sun so as to offer the first, 

thunderous notice of the Fourth of 

July.   

I'm afraid we didn't give too 

much thought to the meaning of 

the day. Somewhere in our growing 

up we began to be aware of the 

meaning of days and with that 

awareness came the birth of 

patriotism. July Fourth is the 

birthday of our nation. I believed as 

a boy, and believe even more today, 

that it is the birthday of the 

greatest nation on earth.  

There is a legend about the day 

of our nation's birth in the little hall 

in Philadelphia, a day on which 

debate had raged for hours. The 

men gathered there were honorable 

men hard-pressed by a king who 

had flouted the very laws they were 

willing to obey. Even so, to sign the 

Declaration of Independence was 

such an irretrievable act that the 

walls resounded with the words 

"t reason, the gal lows, the 

headsman's axe," and the issue 

remained in doubt.  

The legend says that at 

that point a man rose and 

spoke. He is described as not a 

young man, but one who had to 

summon all his energy for an 

impassioned plea. He cited the 

grievances that had brought 

them to this moment and 

finally, his voice falling, he said, 

"They may turn every tree into 

a gallows, every hole into a 

grave, and yet the words of that 

parchment can never die. To 

the mechanic in the workshop, 

they will speak hope; to the 

slave in the mines, freedom. 

Sign that parchment. Sign if the 

next moment the noose is 

around your neck, for that 

parchment will be the textbook 

of freedom, the Bible of the 

rights of man forever."  

He fell back exhausted. 

The 56 delegates, swept up by 

his eloquence, rushed forward 

and signed that document 

destined to be as immortal as a 

work of man can be. When 

they turned to thank him for his 

timely oratory, he was not to be 

found, nor could any be found 

who knew who he was or how 

he had come in or gone out 

through the locked and guarded 

doors.  

Well, that is the legend. 

But we do know for certain that 

56 men, a little band so unique 

we have never seen their like 

since, had pledged their lives, 

their fortunes and their sacred 

honor. Some gave their lives in 

the war that followed, most 

gave their fortunes, and all 

preserved their sacred honor.  

What manner of men 

were they? Twenty-four were 
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JJULYULY  GGREETERREETER  SSCHEDULECHEDULE  

Date  Time  Main Door  Chancey St.  

July 5   8:30 Chet & Dru Faulkner Joe Kochan & Joy 

Amos 

 11:00 Jimmy & Karen Parker Jean Judah 

July  12   8:30 Jeff & Rita Harrison Frank & Janet 

McHenry 

 11:00 Joann McCormack John & Betty Fergus 

July 19   8:30 Brenda Faulk Ken Satterfield 

 11:00 Brown & Jackie Bryars Bob & Laurel Akin 

July 26   8:30 Billy & Sheila Warren John & Judy Rairigh 

 11:00 Marion Ward Mary Rollins & 

Jeanette Cody 

 July Liturgist July Liturgist July Liturgist    
ScheduleScheduleSchedule   

Date 8:30 Service 11:00 Service 
July 5 Wendy Zeller  Deanna Dionne 
July 12 Russ Vaughn Bubba Bryars  
July 19 Richard Roy Regena Lacey 
July 26 TBD   Jeff Luther 
 

We need willing volunteers to serve as Liturgist during our 
Sunday traditional services.  If you are interested, please 
contact Joe Zeller at 347-1204.  Thank you. 

JJJULYULYULY   5 5 5       AAASHLEYSHLEYSHLEY   PPPERSSONERSSONERSSON   & C& C& CASSIDYASSIDYASSIDY   CCCLARKLARKLARK   
JJJULYULYULY   121212   JJJONATHANONATHANONATHAN   BBBRYARSRYARSRYARS   & A& A& ALEXLEXLEX   BBBARRARRARR   
JJJULYULYULY   191919   LLLAURENAURENAUREN   MMMCCCIIINNISNNISNNIS   & K& K& KAYLEIGHAYLEIGHAYLEIGH   DDDIECKOWIECKOWIECKOW   
JJJULYULYULY   262626   AAADIRANDIRANDIRAN   PPPOLANDOLANDOLAND   & E& E& EMILYMILYMILY   PPPOLANDOLANDOLAND   

If you cannot be available on your assigned 
date, please find a replacement or call Mrs. 
McGhee at 393-5656. 

 

Record of Our  

Faithfulness 
 

 

2009 General Operating Budget                  $971,979 

Needed thru June, 2009          93,460 

Received thru June, 2009              485,990 

YTD Total Budget Needed        404,506 

YTD Total Budget Received         
 

2009 Building to Serve (BTS)                   $205,463 

Needed thru June, 2009          19,755 

Received thru June, 2009                  11,534 

YTD Total BTS Needed        102,726  

YTD Total BTS Received          62,775   
 

Faith Promise Balance                                                        $24,315 

 

Building to Serve Loan Balance                                                   $875,583 

NNEWEW  CCONNECTIONONNECTION    
CCOFFEEOFFEE  SSTATIONTATION  SSCHEDULECHEDULE  

 

July 5 Tammy Ezzell  
July 12  Doris & Don Seem  
July 19  Wendy & Joe Zeller  
July 26  Lori & John Carter  
 
REMEMBER New Connection begins at 8:45 a.m., 
so be at church for coffee service no later than 8:00 
a.m.  Please arrange for a replacement or notify 
Debbie McGhee @ 393-5656 if you will not be able 
to keep your commitment on your assigned week.  

Thank you! 

Scripture ReadingsScripture Readings  
For JulyFor July  

  

TRADITIONALTRADITIONAL   

JJULYULY   55      MMATTHEWATTHEW   13:5413:54--5858  

JJULYULY   1212    AA CTSCTS   8:368:36--4040  

JJULYULY   1919    JJUDGESUDGES   7:17:1--88  

JJULYULY   2626    JJOHNOHN   6:16:1--2121  

  

            NEW CONNECTIONNEW CONNECTION   

JJULYULY   55      GGALATIANSALATIANS   5:1, 135:1, 13--1414  

JJULYULY   1212    2 S2 SAMUELAMUEL   11:111:1--1515  

JJULYULY   1919    2 C2 CORINTHIANSORINTHIANS   12:212:2--1010  

JJULYULY   2626    JJOHNOHN   6:16:1--2121  



Celebrating Independence DayCelebrating Independence DayCelebrating Independence Day   
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òThis patriotic hymn 

represents a double 

celebration of 

Americaõs one 

hundredth birthday.ó 

In just a few days, we will 

be celebrating Independence 

Day and the birth of our 

nation.  As I reflect upon our 

nationõs history, I am reminded 

of the quotation by President 

Abraham Lincoln, ò[M]y 

concern is not whether God is 

on our side.  My great concern 

is to be on Godõs side.ó  Paulõs 

words in II Corinthians 3:17 

tell us that òthe Lord is the 

Spirit, and where the Spirit of 

the Lord is, there is freedom.ó  

The side on which God stands 

is the side of freedom.  On the 

Fourth of July, we celebrate 

and give thanks for the 

freedoms that are expressed 

in our Constitutionñthe 

freedom of religion, the 

freedom of speech, the 

freedom of the press, the 

freedom of assembly, and the 

freedom to a fair trial, to name 

a few.  However, let us also 

pause and give thanks for the 

freedom that we have also 

been given in God.  In Christ, 

we have freedom from the 

guilt and burden of sin, 

freedom from worry, freedom 

from the trappings of this 

world, freedom from doubt 

and fear, freedom from 

isolation.  We have the 

freedom to see beyond the 

despair of this world and to 

experience reconciliation and 

salvation in the here and now 

and in full realization in the 

future.  We have the freedom 

to experience new life and 

genuine hope.  We experience 

this freedom, however, not 

through independence but 

rather through dependence 

upon God, seeking to òbe on 

Godõs side.ó  And we can 

honor and celebrate this 

freedom through practicing it 

in our daily lives and through 

sharing the Good News about 

this freedom with others.  It is 

a blessing to celebrate with 

you both the freedom that we 

have as citizens of this great 

nation and the freedom that 

we have in Christ! 

            Susannah 

Rev. Susannah  
Pittman 

Associate Pastor 

Minister of Music 

ò...let us also pause 

and give thanks for the 

freedom that we have 

also been given in 

God.ó 

God of Our Fathers 1876 
 
This patriotic hymn represents a double celebration of Americaõs one hundredth birthday. 

The words were written in 1876 by a New England pastor in honor of the one hundredth 

anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. The music was written 

twelve years later in celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of the adoption of the 

United States Constitution. 
 

Daniels Crain Roberts, a 34-year-old veteran of the civil war, authored the words. Born on 

Long Island in New York in 1841, Daniel attended college in Ohio and served as a private 

with the 84th Ohio volunteers during the War Between the States.  As the war ended, he 

was ordained as a deacon in the Presbyterian Episcopalian church, and shortly afterwards as 

a priest.  He served the next thirty years pasturing Episcopalian churches in New England. 
 

The majestic melody was not the one to which it was originally sung. When Daniel wrote 

òGod of Our Fathers,ó he set the words to the tune of the Russian National Anthem!  It 

was twelve years later that George William Warren, a self-taught organist composed its 

stately tune with its trumpet fanfares.  It was called NATIONAL HYMN, written to 

commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of the U.S. Constitution. 
 

George Warren, lacking in formal training, had pursued a business career. But his natural 

talent soon moved him into music, and he became one of Americaõs premier organists.  

When George Warren died in 1902, there was a feeling that no organist could play as well 

as he could, so not a single note of music was played at his funeral, which was attended by 

thousands. 
 

òSingócerely,  
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Clem Mynard  

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Buckner 

Mrs. Mary Virginia Beckwith 

Mrs. Mary Lou Murphy 

Mr. & Mrs. Clark Edwards 

Mrs. Betty Robinson 

Ms. Peggy Adams 

Mrs. Mary Corneil 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hartley 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Chapman 

Mrs. Feõ Higginbotham 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Callahan 

The James Hildreth Family 

 

Robert Dean  

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Buckner 

 

Peter Lloyd Paul, Jr.  

Mr. & Mrs. Whit Armstrong 

The James Hildreth Family 

 

James òDonó Hall 

Mr. & Mrs. Clark Edwards 

 

Letha Lee  

The James Hildreth Family 

 

 

 

 

 

Edna Brown  

Mrs. Jane King 

Prayer  ConcernsPrayer  Concerns  
Sue Boland; Karen Bowden; Linda Byers; Nell Cain; Harry 

Carver; Steven Cehula; Mary Corneil; Bertrice Cotter; 
Cheri Cutten; Bill Dallas; Alan & Jennifer Daniel; Callie 

Daniel; Betty Deal; Sarah Ezzell; The Robert Dean Family;  Faye Dean; Emily 
DeJarnette; Allen Dunham; Clark Edwards; Chester Faulkner, Sr.; Tommy Gatlin; 

Katherine Gibson; Desmoines Grant; Sue Gullo; Wanda Hall; Becky Hallman; Bob 
Hartley; Sharon Hartman; Lea Harvin; Lisa Herbert; Ucal Huey; Bill & Foye 

Humphrey; Clifford & Elaine Hunt; Nita Ingram; Connor Jacobs; Shelby Kandle; Ann 
Kelsoe; James Dylan Kennett; Evelyn King; Larry Lolley; Sharon McGough; Joy Macon; 

Janet Mitchum; Linda Mixson; Kellie Moore; Jeanette Mynard; Baby Aiden & Baby 
Abigail Nelson; baby Mary Nelson; Fran Norman; Tricia Oates; John Martin Owens; 

Hubbard Owens; Evelyn Parker; John Parks; Mavis Parks; Doug Parramore; Kathy 
Patterson; Hazel Peters; Will Place; Gary Psarudakis; Nell Rollins; Virginia Sawyer; 

Howard Sherrer; Scott Smith; baby Owen Snowden; Bobbie Spivack; Floribel 

Stemple; Teona Sterling; Sue Thomas; Charles & Emma Thompson; John & Mary Ann 
Wallace; Max Watkins; Glen Watson; Hillary Watson; Martha Wells; Mayra Wells; 

Maggie Westmoreland; Drew White. 
 

Names are added to the prayer list in the bulletin and newsletter at your 

request.   Those names remain on the prayer list until they are removed at 

your request.   If the situation for which we have been praying has changed, 

please help us update the prayer list by calling the church office and 

requesting a change.   Thank you.  

Finance Committee Report 
 

Your church finance committee wishes to thank all 

who have been so faithful in the giving of your tithes and 

offerings.  Giving a regular tithe demonstrates to God 

that we consider God and the work of the Kingdom of 

God a very important part of our lives.  Consider this 

scripture lesson: òWhat can I offer the Lord for all He has 

done for me?ó  (Psalm 116:12)  We can never pay back 

God for His great gifts to us, but one thing we can do, is cheerfully set aside 

that 10 percent (tithe) every week as soon as we get a paycheck.  When the 

offering plate is passed on Sunday morning, offer this simple prayer when 

you give your gift, òWhatever I have, it is yours.ó 
In these òleanó economic times, we have taken steps to carefully 

administer the gifts that are given to the church.  We encourage you to 

faithfully give as God has blessed you. 

              Thank you, Your Church Finance Committee 

Karen and I want to thank everyone for your prayers and concerns you all have expressed during my 

recent health ordeal.  We both have been so blessed to belong to a loving, caring and supportive church 

that proudly we can say you all are our extended family in Christ and love each one of dearly.  I want to 

personal thank the Prayer Shawl Ministry in presenting me a shawl that began with prayers and blessing 

that I was so grateful for.  The combined love and compassion that I felt in this shawl when I placed it over my shoulders during time 

of stress was like feeling an unconditional embrace of a sheltering God with the warmth of his love.  The wonderful gift of the shawl is 

how blessed are both the creator and receiver.  Ladies your gift that you provide with your hands gave me and I am sure of others will 

feel when they wrapped the shawl about their shoulders, feeling the peace, love and comfort that only comes when you let go and let 

God take care of the things you cannot control.  May God continue to bless each one of you and your Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

                          In Christ, Allen Dunham 
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Assembly Leader ðBlaze -  Maria Heath 
Assembly Leader ðSparx - Janis Luttrell 
Stage Set Designers - Carole Johnson, Maria Heath, Mona Hooper 
Assembly Sound/Tech Support - Billy Luttrell 
Extreme Bible Trek Theatre -  Cindi Lett, Paula Flowers, Jackie Pollard,  
Jacob Lacey (Y), Drew Weber (Y), Will Pollard (Y).  Actors:  Susannah Pittman, 
Doug Owens, Rex Bynum, Gary Daniel, Waller Martin, Mike Arnold 

Music Max - Cammie Goodwin, Susan Taarea, Kayla Goodwin (Y) 
Jr. Music Max - Margaret Gorum, Abbey Wildzunas (Y) 
Art Apex - Jamie Chance, Angie Sieving, Donna Oates, Marcy Jones, Dixie Brown (Y) 
Jr. Art Apex -  Susan McCutcheon, DeReatha Tolle, Katrina Glenn, Mallory Pierce (Y) 
Rec Plex -  Darla Grubb, Ross Coffee, Ryan Deaton, Justin Smith (Y),  Julia Moore (Y),  
Skylar Strickland (Y), William Dodson (Y), Drew Kitch (Y),  

Exploration Ridge Science Lab - Christina Pullin, Paige Shultz, Justin Layman (Y) 
Snack Express - Laura Wildzunas, Lynda Tucker, Martha Abernathy, Joann McCormack, 
Roberta Arnold, Jeanette Smith, Ruth Villaverde, Kris Archer, Emma Pierce (Y), Ashley Archer (Y) 

Camp Photographer - Ashley Whitaker, Julie Killpackï Assistant 
Registration - Alicia Brown, Tricia Oates 
Greeters  - Mary Helen Cotter, Joann McCormack, Pam Daniel, Bobbie Harrison 
CAMP COUNSELORS 
Nursery (Workerôs Children) - Shirley Sanders, Tammy Thomas 
3 Yr. Olds (Workerôs Children) - Stephanie Bradshaw, Julie Killpack, Sarah Butler 
4 Yr. Olds - Nicole Sharp, Ivy Warren, Melissa Masnica, Kathy Bynum, Michelle McFarland, Heather 
Boswell, Mary Catherine Ezzell (Y), Cassidy Clark (Y), Grace Goodwin (Y), Christy Goodwin (Y) 
Kindergarten - Lori Carter, Karen Jones, Rachel Curto, Justin Andress, Lori Sheahan, Nicole OôBrien, 
, Kaylyn Kelsoe (Y), Hannah Brackin (Y) 

1st Gr - Heidi Sherling, Ame Beckham, Caroline Moore (Y), Annie Sawyer (Y),  
2nd Gr -Lauren Jernigan, Carolyn McInnis, Michelle Persson, Katherine King (Y), Ellie Wright (Y) 
3rd Gr - Brittany Pieper, Corrine DeShaw, Sarah Jones (Y) 
4th Gr - Starla Bryars, Felicity Robinette 
5th Gr - Leslie Zerbinos, Elizabeth Pierce 
6th Gr - Michelle Mynard, Tammy Ezzell 
End of Day Program  - Vonda Cotter 
Papa Patrol/Carpool Pickup -  Alicia Brown, Tom Samuels, Jack Harrison, Lee Gilmore 
Transportation - Joe Zeller, Ryan Deaton, Tom Samuels 
Publicity -  Rhonda Barr 
 

Sincere thanks to each of you who so willingly gave of yourselves to make Camp E.D.G.E. a huge 
success with enrollment of 335 campers!   I thank God for leading each of you to participate in a 
leadership role for VBS and committing your talents to make our VBS team second to none.  Please 

join me in thanking each of these volunteers for their hard work and dedication!     It was truly an 
amazing adventure as we Experienced and Discovered God Everywhere! 

Regena Lacey  
 

Director of  
Childrenõs  
Ministries  

Led by accomplished vocalist and 

musician, Ginny Sawyer Layton,  

Camp R.A.P. offers a fun filled 

Christian environment designed to 

increase your childôs musical knowl-

edge and experience with             

Rhythm, Accapella, & Pitch. 

July 21st - 23rd 

Preschool Morning Camps -  
$15 per child 

Elementary Afternoon Camps-$20 

per Child 

2009 Vacation Bible School workers 

�<�2�8�·�9�(���%�(�(�1���3�5�2�0�2�7�(�'���� 
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9:55am  Each Sunday Morning 
 

 �&�+�,�/�'�5�(�1�·�6���&�+�8�5�&�+���1�2�7�(�� 
During the Summer Months Childrenôs Church is offered for 3ôs-Rising 

Kindergarteners.  Elementary Kids are encouraged to experience 

worship in Big Church! 


